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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. 



A method for facilitating an exchange of data, the method comprising: 



electronically receiving a purchase order; 

applying a first translation map to the purchase order to generate a neutral format 
of the purchase order; 

identifying a destination party for the purchase order; 

applying a second translation map to the generated neutral format of the purchase 
order to generate a destination-party-native format of the purchase order, wherein the 
second translation map is associated with the identified destination party; and 

providing the destination-party-native format of the purchase order to the 
identified destination party. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of electronically receiving the purchase 
order comprises: 

receiving the purchase order from the originating party in an originating-party- 
native format. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the purchase order comprises a product identifier, 
the method further comprising: 

prior to providing the destination-party-native format of the purchase order to the 
identified destination party, comparing the product identifier to a list of appropriate 
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product identifiers, wherein the list of appropriate product identifiers is associated with 
the identified destination party. 

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising: 

notifying at least one of a purchase order originating party and the destination 
party responsive to the product identifier not being included in the list of appropriate 
product identifiers. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the purchase order comprises a quantity indicator 
for an ordered product, the method further comprising: 

determining whether the quantity indicator complies with a quantity requirement 
associated with the ordered product. 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

verifying the validity of the received purchase order prior to providing the 
destination-party-native format of the purchase order to the identified destination party. 

7. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

verifying the integrity of the received purchase order prior to providing the 
destination-party-native format of the purchase order to the identified destination party. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the purchase order is a backend-generated 
purchase order, the method further comprising: 
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receiving at least an indication of a non-backend-generated purchase order 
originated by a buyer; 

converting the at least an indication of the non-backend-generated purchase order 
to a buyer-native-format purchase order; and 

electronically providing the buyer-native-format purchase order to the buyer. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the receiving the at least an indication of the non- 
backend-generated purchase order comprises: 

receiving the at least an indication of the non-backend-generated purchase order 
from an electronic commerce site. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the receiving at least an indication of a non- 
backend-generated purchase order comprises: 

receiving an order acknowledgement, wherein the order acknowledgment 
includes the at least an indication of the non-backend-generated purchase order. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9, wherein the receiving at least an indication of a non- 
backend-generated purchase order comprises: 

receiving an invoice, wherein the invoice includes the at least an indication of the 
non-backend-generated purchase order. 

12. The method of claim 8, further comprising: 
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identifying a executable process corresponding to the received purchase order; 



executing the identified executable process. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the executing the identified executable process 
comprises: 

calling a routine in a hosted application. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the executing the identified business process 
comprises: 

generating a response document according to the hosted application 

15. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

storing the received purchase order in a central repository. 



and 
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16. A method for facilitating an exchange of data, the method comprising: 
electronically receiving a data item, wherein the data item is in a first format; 
converting the data item from the first format to a second format; 
identifying a destination party for the data item; 

converting the data item from the second format to a third format, wherein the 
third format is associated with the identified destination party; and 

providing the third format of the data item to the identified destination party. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein receiving the data item comprises: 

receiving at least one of a document, a binary file, an audio file, a motion picture 
file, and a graphical file. 

18. The method of claim 16, further comprising: 
verifying the integrity of the received data item. 

19. The method of claim 16, further comprising: 

verifying the validity of the data item prior to providing the third format of the 
data item to the identified destination party. 

20. The method of claim 1 9, wherein the verifying comprises: 

determining if the data item complies with a data item standard associated with 
the destination party. 
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2 1 . The method of claim 1 9, wherein the verifying comprises: 

determining if the data item complies with a standard associated with a data-item- 
originating party. 

22. The method of claim 16, further comprising: 

extracting an originating party identifier and a data type from the received data 

item. 

23. The method of claim 22, further comprising: 

storing the second format of the translated data item according to the originating 
party identifier and the data type. 

24. The method of claim 16, further comprising: 

identifying a process corresponding to the received data item; and 
executing the identified process. 

25. The method of claim 24, wherein the step of executing the identified process 
comprises: 

calling a routine in a hosted application 
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26. A system for facilitating an exchange of data, the system comprising: 
at least a first processor; 

at least a first storage device connected to the at least a first processor; and 

a plurality of instructions stored on the at least a first storage device, the plurality 

of instructions configured to cause the at least a first processor to: 

translate a received data item to a neutral format of the data item; 

identify a destination party for the data item; 

translate the generated neutral format of the data item to a destination- 
party-native format of the data item; and 

provide the destination-party-native format of the data item to the 
identified destination party. 



27. The system of claim 26, wherein the data item comprises a product identifier and 
wherein the plurality of instructions are further configured to cause the at least a first 
processor to: 

compare the product identifier to a list of appropriate product identifiers, wherein 
the list of appropriate product identifiers is associated with the identified destination 
party. 

28. The system of claim 27, wherein the plurality of instructions are further 
configured to cause the at least a first processor to: 
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notify at least one of a data item originating party and the destination party 
responsive to the product identifier not being included in the list of appropriate product 
identifiers. 

29. The system of claim 27, wherein the data item comprises a quantity indicator for 
an ordered product and wherein the plurality of instructions are further configured to 
cause the at least a first processor to: 

determine whether the quantity indicator complies with a quantity requirement 
associated with the ordered product. 

30. The system of claim 26, wherein the plurality of instructions are further 
configured to cause the at least a first processor to: 

verify the validity of the data item prior to providing the destination-party-native 
format of the data item to the identified destination party. 

31. The system of claim 26, wherein the plurality of instructions are further 
configured to cause the at least a first processor to: 

identify an executable process corresponding to the received data item; and 
execute the identified executable process. 

32. The system of claim 31, wherein the plurality of instructions are configured to 
cause the at least the first processor to execute the identified executable process by: 

calling a routine in a hosted application. 
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33. A system for facilitating an exchange of data, the system comprising: 

a format map storage device configured to store a plurality of translation format 

maps; 

a translation module in communication with the format map storage device, the 
translation module configured to receive a data item, translate the data item to a neutral 
format according to a first of the plurality of translation format maps, and translate the 
neutral format of the data item to a destination-party-specific format according to a 
second of the plurality of translation format maps; and 

a document data base in communication with the translation module, the 
document database configured to store the neutral format of the data item. 

34. The system of claim 33, further comprising: 

a workflow coordinator configured to initiate processing of the received data item. 

35. The system of claim 34, further comprising: 

a product information database configured to store product information; and 

a verification module in communication with the workflow coordinator and the 

product information database; 

wherein the verification module is configured to compare product information 

included with the received data item and product information stored in the product 

information database. 

36. The system of claim 33, further comprising: 
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a document viewing module; and 

a style sheet storage device in communication with the document viewing 
module, the style sheet storage device configured to store a plurality of style sheets; 

wherein the document viewing module is configured to graphically render the 
received data item according to a first of the plurality of style sheets. 

37. The system of claim 33, further comprising: 

a first edge adapter for communicating with a first client in a first client-native 
method; 

a second edge adapter for communicating with a second client in a second client- 
native method; and 

an internal adapter coupled to the first edge adapter and the second edge adapter, 
the internal adapter configured to communicate with the first edge adapter according to 
the first client-native method and to communicate with the second edge adapter according 
to the second client-native method. 

38. The system of claim 37 wherein the internal adapter is further configured to 
communicate with the translation module according to an internal method. 
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